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  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the international 

body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological 

Organization (WMO) in 1988 to provide the world with a clear scientific view 

on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its potential 

environmental and socio-economic impacts. In the same year, the UN General 

Assembly endorsed the action by WMO and UNEP in jointly establishing the 

IPCC. The IPCC reviews and assesses the most recent scientific, technical and 

socio-economic information produced worldwide relevant to the understanding 

of climate change. It does not conduct any research nor does it monitor 

climate related data or parameters.

  Since its inception, the IPCC work is shared among three Working Groups – 
Working Group I in charge of assessment of physical science basis, Working 

Group II in charge of assessment of impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability, 

and Working Group III in charge of assessment of mitigation of climate 

change. The IPCC with these three Working Groups has produced not only 

Assessment Reports which are composed of the full scientific and technical 

assessment of climate change, but also a number of Special Reports that are 

assessments of a specific issues relating to climate change. The IPCC Reports 

are always based on the state-of-the-art science, and intended to meet the 

demand from international community for scientific advice.

  The IPCC also has a Task Force on National Greenhouse Gas Inventories 

(TFI) which was established in 1998. The objectives of TFI are to develop and 

refine an internationally-agreed methodology and software for the estimation 

and reporting of national GHG emissions and removals; and to encourage the 

widespread use of this methodology by countries participating in the IPCC and 

by Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC). National greenhouse gas inventoriesare important as a basis for 

scientific understanding of climate change as well as a basis for climate policy 



making. The IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories have 

been updated and revised several times since the initial version published in 

1995, taking into account advancement of scientific knowledge and technologies 

relating to greenhouse gas emissions and removals. The IPCC Guidelines are 

now being refined again, and will be updated from time to time in the future, 

as the importance of national greenhouse gas inventories is getting more and 

more important under the Paris Agreement.

The IPCC will continue counting on invaluable contribution from scientists and 

experts who are on the cutting edge of the climate change research.




